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U.S. congressmen push for compensation for 
ex-GI slaves

March 21, 2001
Web posted at: 11:03 PM EST (0403 GMT)

WASHINGTON -- American servicemen forced into slave labor for 
Japanese companies during the Second World War should be allowed to 
pursue compensation in court from their former corporate captors, two U.S. 
congressman said. 

Republican Rep. Dana Rohrabacher and Democratic Rep. Michael Honda, 
both from California, planned a news conference Thursday to push a measure 
called the Justice for United States POWs Act of 2001. 

In a letter to colleagues this week looking for 
support for the bill, Rohrabacher said it would 
pursue justice through the U.S. court system and 
allow states to extend the statute of limitations 
applicable to these claims for up to 10 years. 

"Since the end of the World War II, the Japanese corporations that abused 
these former POWs (prisoners of war) and profited from their forced labor 
have prospered enormously," Rohrabacher wrote. 

"Many of these companies are now household names in the United States," he 
added. "As an ethical and moral matter, they long ago should have voluntarily 
reached out to their victims and settled this injustice." 

More than 36,000 U.S. soldiers, sailors, Marines, airmen and civilian 
construction workers were slaves in Japan during the war. 

Some 10,000 died in captivity and thousands more suffered malnutrition and 
serious illness while enslaved at such Japanese corporate giants as Mitsui & 
Co, Nippon S Corp and Kawasaki Heavy Industries. 

They were supposed to be paid a tiny fee but even this was withheld, some of 
the former prisoners have said. 

Efforts at litigation have been muted. Dozens of lawsuits have been filed in the 
United States seeking compensation from Japanese firms, many of these in 

  MESSAGE BOARD
WWII reparations

 

US
Dow enters bear market

Russia blasts U.S. expulsions

House panel debates marriage
penalty relief

Disney: No risk to visitors from
employee with TB

Newspaper: Tentative
settlement in Louima suit

CIA mediation in Mideast
conflict to end

(MORE)

 TOP STORIES
Dow enters bear territory

Annan seeks second term at
U.N. helm

Outages in NCAA West
unlikely but 'possible'

House panel debates marriage
penalty relief

(MORE)

 BUSINESS

Growling Dow falls

U.S. indicators drop

P&G slashing 9,600 jobs

(MORE)

   

MARKETS 1:42pm ET, 3/22
DJIA 231.70
NAS 4.30
S&P 23.52



CNN.com - U.S. congressmen push for compensation for ex-GI slaves - March 21, 2001 Page 2 of 2

http://www.cnn.com//2001/US/03/21/gi.japan.slaves.reut/index.html 03/22/2001

 

CNN.com Europe
CNN.com Asia
Spanish
Portuguese
German
Italian
Swedish
Norwegian
Danish
Japanese
Korean Headlines

TIME INC. SITES:

Go To ... 

CNN NETWORKS:

CNN anchors
transcripts
Turner distribution

SITE INFO:
search
ad info
jobs

WEB SERVICES:

United States seeking compensation from Japanese firms, many of these in 
California where the filing deadline was pushed back to 2010, and most of 
these were consolidated as a federal case. 

But a federal judge dismissed the consolidated case last September, siding 
with the long-held Japanese government position that the 1951 peace treaty 
that Tokyo signed with most of its Second World War opponents settled the 
issue of reparations. The treaty denied full compensation to the former slaves. 

Copyright 2001 Reuters. All rights reserved. This material may not be 
published, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed. 
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